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The Congress was to hold its annual session at Madras during the
Christmas of 1903, and from many quarters Pherozeshah received
urgent requests to attend it. He had not yet favoured the Southern
Presidency with his presence and guidance, though repeatedly urged
to do so. Five years before, when the Congress was to be held in the
same place, Mr. Pillai of the Madras Standard had represented to
him that there was a consensus of opinion that the success of the
session largely depended on his presence, and begged him to attend.
He had also received a strong representation from Mr. (now Sir)
Sankaran Nair, one of the strongest personalities in the ranks of the
Congress, who having heard that Pherozeshah was likely to stay
away if some of the noted Extremists were going to be present at the
Congress, had written to the former in terms of mild remonstrance.
Putting the case from what must be regarded as the correct stand-
point, he had pointed out to Pherozeshah the danger of staying away
and leaving the Congress in the hands of irresponsible elements:
Don't you think that is the strongest reason why we all should
muster strong, lest anything foolish should be done by the Con-
gress ? In smooth waters, the Congress does not, perhaps, need
Mr. Bonnerji or you. But if in critical times you are absent, the
Congress will drift into the hands of men we may not like. Allow
me to remind you of the advice Gladstone gave our delegates,
never to allow disloyalty to get the better of us. If you and others
like you come here, you may depend upon it the Congress will
listen to us. If it does not, and the Congress does anything savour-
ing of disloyalty in spite of your advice, it will be time for you
and those who think like you, myself for,instance, to leave the
Congress to shift for itself. For Goodness' sake, do come.
Pherozeshah, however, had not found it possible to go for various
reasons. When the opportunity came again in 1903, he was pressed
oace more from many quarters not to disappoint the people of
Ma<kas. Among those who appealed to him was Mr. Viraraghava-
cfeari, oae of die most prominent Congressmen in the province, who